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Our Newslettersd A guide for members of the Federation of Local History Societies visiting Co Galway

Based out of the Irish Workhouse Centre in Portumna, SEGAHS hosts six legtutke Spring and Autumn, and organises one|ma-
jor field trip and one conference each year. The society also publishes seasonal newsletters and these have now bélablalade

free of charge duttp://clonfert.org/download.htm. The contents of newsletters ranges from specific articles, to heritage

to our regular features including 6Recommended Sources 0|,
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Tales of the Workhouse..Analysis of 1901 Census of Ireland returns for Portumna Union Workhouse.

While research continues on the history of Portumna Workhouse in nineteenth century, in this newsletter
are focusing on the early twentieth century. In the 1901 census there were a total of 118 people|listed
0 F o r mReRu of Paupers in Workhouses] us a f urt her 5 ipRetorp oféeundtidgss t
and Idiots in Public Institutions and Private Lunatic Asylures those suffering from dementia etc. All the
inmates are identified simply by their initials.

Of the 118 inmates, 56 were male and 62 female, with ages ranging from a one year old baby girl to| two n
aged 85 years old (both listed as general labourers). In total, 50 of the inmates were listed as being [n the
pital section of the workhouse. These inmates were suffering from various debilities including bronchiti

rheumati sm, and ulcers, albeit most are | isted
Occupations

Of the 95 adults in the workhouse only 8 are I Distribution of Occupation of inmates in the

as O6abled and these a Workhouse 1901 S er
aged 27 to 38 (note that 2 of these women are o » T

listed as decrepit). There were 18 different pro LA u Baker

® Boot Maker

sions for the inmates, with the vast majority (4%
being domestic servants for females, and gei
labourers (29%) for males, as shown in (right).

m Daughter of Farmer
W Domestic Servant
® Draper's Assistant

® General Labourer

Children in the Workhouse

Of the 118 inmates, just 23 were childrénaged
12 and under (11 male and 12 female). Of the:
were in the hospital

j oi nt di seasebd6 and ot
(11) are listed as being born in the workhouse
all children aged 8 years or over could read & wi

W Painter

® Pensioner (Military)
W Retired Draper

m Retired Farmer

W Seamstress

W Tailor INo S

m Tinsmith
Widow of Farmer

1% ® Widow of General Labourer
Education
Excluding children, there was a 44% illiteracy rate though only 32% were fully literate. The following table
illustrates matters:

Men Women Children Total
Read & Write 16 15 7 38
Read 8 4 2 14
Cannot Read 21 31 14* 66

*The 14 children who cannot read are aged 7 and under

Language
The Irish language was reasonably strong with a fifth (19%) of inmates listed as speaking Irish and Epglish

Religion
Only two of the inmates are listed as Protestant (Church of England), with all others Roman Catholig inclt
ing all staff and the inmates of the lunatic ward.

Staff of the Portumna Union Workhouse
There were nine staff | isted as 60Officers 1in| th
house on the night of Sunday 31st March 1901. Their specifics of the staff is as fMlaster: James Cos-
grave (35 years), Matron: Kate Shaughnessy (42), Schoolmistress: Bridget Coleman (45), Porter: John \
liams (58), Nurse: Kate Burns (28), Nuns/Nurses: Lizzie Brown (54), Kate Fitzpatrick (52), Agnes [Lynar
(40), Teresa Philips (27).




As we continue our series of arti{Surname Forename Birth |Address Enlist
cles focusing on the Great WarlBelton John 1886 |Claddagh, Galway 1914
dition of men from Galway serv- g:a:cyt JATgnt - iggi g'alddagr:’ ?al‘;"ay 1312’
. . . oherty ert Patric alway, Irelan
ing in the RAF (British Royal |= .
A'gF the di ( S oya Finnerty Joseph Michael 1875 |St Peters, Galway 1914
Ir Force) and its precursors. Mullery Michael Patrick 1886 |Ballmesloe, Galway 1914
Galwaymen in the Air Irwin Jos§p: 1895 G;’:\Iway, Irelantlj 1915
Michael Howley Kerney Patric 1884 |Glenmarry, Galway 1915
Naughton Thomas Henry 1887 |Galway, Ireland 1915
On 23 January 1918, an lIrish pi O'Neill Richard Mary 1894 |Galway, Ireland 1915
was shot down, apparently [Tansey James 1895 |Gort, Galway 1915
ofriendly f i r e [Tiernan Luke Duffy 1888 |Kilconnel, Galway 1915
Italy. His life and death have be|Brereton John 1884 (Tuam, Galway 1916
immortalised in a quartet of poelfCoulson Frederick 1895 [Monivea, Tuam 1916
by the nati ono 4Kely Michael 1876 |Galway, Ireland 1916
ever while much has been writfMurley John 1886 |Abbey, Bally Gloonon 1916
about Robert Gregory, especigByles Albert James 1874 |Connemara, Galway 1917
his sporting prowess, less hidcrossen Joseph Phillip 1881 |Athenry, Galway 1917
lighted is his career in the RAF, |Kinneen Richard Benedict | 1898 |Galway, Ireland 1917
more correctly the RFC. Mchugh Martin 1877 |Galway, Ireland 1917
The R | Air E RAE [Whelan Patrick 1896 (Baybeck, Clifden 1917
carie I?Eg b(—:{irn OCI;(r:Iel(A ri? ](?S'Anderson Thomas 1874 |Galway, Ireland 1918
when the Rogal = inp Cor Armstrong Robert 1898 [Headford, Galway 1918
y ying FBarrett John 1898 |Roundshire, Clifden 1918
(RFC) and the Royal Naval
. Beegan James 1898 [Creagh, Galway 1918
Service (RNAS) were amalgB — 89210 = 1018
mated, with personnel from b Bre””an - Ttr::as — Br:;nnor:, ZW;’iy —
these bodies transferring i urioy”e If"‘k ew E al inas °Ie' away
same. The RFC in particular hBur € Alic -MCWI iam 1892 [Bolag, Galway 1918
already supported the army by Burke MarFm 1870 (Canaught, Galway 1918
tiIIery co—operation and by phOt Burns David 1874 |Galway, Ireland 1918
graphic reconnaissance. Casey Stephen Thomas 1900 |Longhrea, Galway 1918
= Cassidy Thomas 1868 |Galway West, Galway 1918
@w FEWM LOL Cloherty Gerald Aloysius 1896 |St Joseph, Galway 1918
& / Coen John 1895 |St Nicholas, Galway 1918
Columby Peter 1894 [Rotha, Portumna 1918
_ Comber David 1899 |St. Josephs, Galway 1918
T e W Connaughton Thomas 1899 [Kilclomey, Ballinasloe 1918
) Coursey Patrick 1899 [Amey Esland, Clifden 1918
These duties eventually drew R|coyne Stephen 1896 |Ballinakill, Galway 1918
pilots into aerial battles. Prior [Creane John 1897 |Salthill, Galway 1918
Gregory, RFC fat_a“tles had i{cunnelly Denis 1872 |Galway, Ireland 1918
cluded Second _|—|eUtenan_t L [curley John 1886 [Kilcluney, Ballinasloe 1918
Darcy from Ballinamorebridg® [payis William 1897 |Clipdin, Galway 1918
kiled in France in Decemb{pgjan John 1901 |Mountbellow, Galway 1918
1916. Darcy was shot down bY Donelan Joseph 1900 |Kilclooney, Ballinasloe 1918
Red Baron, 'V',a”ffefj von Ric Donnellan Patrick 1901 |St Patricks, Galway 1918
th(_)fen' Also k”led_ In EurOpeu Duffy John 1876 |Eyrecoust, Galway 1918
S;Ieus ha? bee;;lll Majobr \|/|V A Grau. Fahey James Martin 1897 [Tuam, Galway 1918
) ellew ro,m Ourr:t ellew, agal Fahy John 1866 |St Nicholas, Galway 1918
in France, in March 1917. Fallon Patrick 1898 |Dienmore, Galway 1918




Within days of the formation {Surname Forename Birth |Address Enlist
the RAF, a Galwayman would [Finn William 1900 |Kilclooney, Ballinasloe 1918
among its first causalities wh{Finney William 1899 |Cloufert, Galway 1918
Lieutenant C C Betts from RecdqFlaherty Patrick 1885 |Kitronan, Arran Island 1918
was killed in Greece on 18 Ap|Flanagan John Joseph 1874 |Kinveard, Galway 1918
1918. A month later, Second LigGavin John 1898 [Mountbellew, Yuam 1918
tenant G E Ffrench from KilcofGleeson Edward 1878 |Kilronan, Galway 1918
nell was killedd again in Francqcolding Robert 1901 [Ballinasloe, Galway 1918
These men have been rememb{ualioran Owen 1900 [Killanin, Galway 1918
over recent weeks and months [Hannan Thomas Joseph 1871 |Kilconley, Galway 1918
little mention is reserved for thofarrold Thomas 1873 |Clonbar, Galway 1918
behind the scenes, those Wheayy Patrick 1897 [St Nicholess, Galway 1918
V\{OI’kEd to keep these p_'a”es In Hemphill Edward 1895 |Ballyconry Cliffden 1918
air, and those who survived. Johnstone William Herbert 1887 |Galway, Ireland 1918
) ) ) ) Jones Thomas 1890 |Galway, Ireland 1918
In_its various gwses,_ IrIShm‘Keegan Peter 1900 |[Newton Smith, Galway 1918
were drawn to these flying, and Kelly Christopher 1899 [Lis Cune, Woodlawn 1918
the runup to the Great War tho —
enlisting came from the far W'_Kelly John 1871 |Brilliso, Galway 1918
e. g. Kilronané ‘Kfannedy Johh 1896 Wogdford, Galway 1918
enlisted in 1910: and the far sol Kilderry Patrick 1899 (Ballinastoe, Galway 1918
o f t he county Laffey Thomas 1898 |Claddagh, Galway 1918
seph Oo6Donnel | Lynch Henry 1900 (Knock, Galway 1918
1913. And on the outbreak of tMcCracken Robert 1900 [Ballyn Al.ench, Galway 1918
Great War, enlistments exploded McDonagh John 1883 |Galway, ireland 1918
McDonald James 1900 (Fairview, Galway 1918
In terms of Co Galway as a who McDonnell Joseph 1900 |Clifton, Galway 1918
at least one hundred men enligMcEvoy Keiran 1898 |Derry, Eyre Court 1918
in the British flying corps in th McLaughlan Patrick 1868 |Derrybride, Galway 1918
191418 Great War period (S(McWiIIiams Arthur Gilbert 1900 |Galway, Ireland 1918
listing of same, right). The avera Moglette Patrick Joseph 1891 [Funs, Galway 1918
age on enlisting was 28, mu Molloy Patrick 1896 |Rathroon, Galway 1918
higher than in the army or nayMonaghan Patrick Joseph 1891 |Donagh Patrick, Tuam 1918
However some of those enlisti|Monks Samuel 1903 [Claddagh, Galway 1918
had already served in one of thqMoran James Daniel 1877 |Castle Town, Galway 1918
forces so no conclusion can [Mullery Robert Austin 1898 |Galway, Ireland 1918
drawn from same. In addition, t{Murray Patrick 1895 |Ballenamore, Ballenadac | 1918
surge in enlistments during the VINicholson Walter 1873 |Dunmore, Galway 1918
years, both volunteers and cq{o'Brien Patrick 1875 |Galway, Ireland 1918
scription, is another factor. O'Connor John 1871 |Ballinasloe, Galway 1918
O'Reilly Michael Joseph 1900 |Loughsea, Galway 1918
The City provided both the _OldEO'Shaughnessey John Thomas 1900 |Rahoon, Galway 1918
and youngest men enlisting [prce Martin 1883 [Omagh, Clifden 1918
‘]Ohn Fahy and Samuel Monks, qRafferty Michael 1869 |Glenmaddy, Galway 1918
whilst close to a_thlrd Qf the m Ruane Stephen 1900 |Cong, Ballinrabe 1918
}If\:eerelafrg)e@t ttt-]()ew\:]v“i[)rce:ggnrtgglo Ryf':m Jamgs Joseph 1887 |Eyrecourt, Galway 1918
) . ) Shields Patrick 1876 |Dunmore, Galway 1918
Ballinasloe which provided at Iee’ Sparks William James 1898 [Rathmuir, Galway 1918
a .dozen men. Indeed, close t‘Sweeney Edward 1885 |0Old Road, Tuams 1918
third of the men came from ti=
east of the county. An import T'.e.mey il — 1899 B.ama' Galway 1918
legacy worth reclaiming. Villiers Arthur William 1900 [Kilconnell, Galway 1918
Williams Patrick 1901 |Ballinasloe, Galway 1918




Portumna: A Galway Parish by the Shannon
Our own John Joe @ormmna:lAlGalway ' 2etwienst Breanal
parish by the Shanngrwas launched in Portumna Commur o
School by Connacht rugby captain, John Muldoon, back in Aps.

The book is the culmination of five years of research and rugs
almost 900 pages, with a corresponding number of images
divided into seventeen chapters and deals with all aspects ¥
parishdéds history from earl:.

The early chapters examine the local landscape, field monuf
and first settlers in the area. The significance of Lough Derg
the River Shannon, as well as the contribution of the hugely §&
erful Clanricardes to the development of Portumna is exploreg

"PORTUMNA

A GALWAY PARISH

The Big Houses and their owners, dominated by Portumna ¢ BY THE SHANNON
and the Clanricardes, are given extensive coverage while la
quisition, agrarian strife and the Land War of the 19th centu 7(%”" T Conae /A
the area command a substantial number of pages. : : i

The topics of religion and education in the parish feature larg¢
the book, while a chapter is dedicated to local farming. The higg
of the 6Stolen Railwaydé tha
tumna is also afforded a chapter.

Two chapters are devoted to the impact of the Great Famine locally and to Portumna Workhouse whi
the needs of Portumna Poor Law Union for over seventy years. The development of the town in the fir
the twentieth century and its subsequent advancement is given ample coverage.

Finally, the significant contribution of voluntary organisations is acknowledged in a chapter that also
commentary on key individuals and organisations who have contributed to music, entertainment, an(
activities in the parish. There is also a special extended chapter on sport. Highly recommended.

ALSO HIGHLY RECOMMENDED is the website of Galway Community Archaeoloyere you can browg
through an extensive collection of local historical and archaeological material. This includes photos, ¢
ments, and also the priceless local knowledge shared by local people across the county.

a member of...

Galway Community Archaeology D GALWAY 2o

Awareness, Appreciation, Management

home about us contribute publications archaeology community archaeology

The Field Monument Advisor, our own Dr Christy Cunniffe, liaises with monument owners and occupie
authorities, and other agencies on the condition of ancient monuments, advising them on appropriats
ment measures, and assisting in the preparation of management plans.

The Advisor identifies priorities for management action by the relevant bodies and, as specifically dir
the | ocal aut horityds Heritage Officer and th
ments, or provides advice in the context of relevant@mvironment schemes.
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In the first of a two-part series on the War of Independence, Philip Keane chronicles attacks on the R
in Co Galway.

Attacking the Barracks: A chronology of attacks on the Galway RIC, 192216 Part 1 Philip Keane
This article seeks to offer a chronology of attacks in the immediate vicinity of RIC barracks and focuse
constables. It is not intended as a social histdhgre are many fine publications already availated by de-
sign, no names of combatants are mentioned and the later incompatible testimonies of IRA volunteers
constables on engagements are distilled to bare facts, and consistent details, in as much as was possil

The Beginnings

As so often referenced, the same day that Dail Eireann met for the first time, 21 January 1919, the
bushed an RIC patrol at Soloheadbeag in Co. Tipperary killing two constables. Thus commenced th¢
Independence. By then, the role of policing had evolved somewhat into a role of protection for the lan
which often required O6Pr ot ectiThisiwaPrmmtsvha hany RIC ntee h
signedupfod most Pol i cemen were Catholic, from the (

By late 1919, with the explosion in support for republicans who were flexing their military stf@agthwith
the RIC under political pressure, relations worsefiéd. October 1919, the sergeant at Kiltormer receiv
threatening letter that he would soon meet the same fate as the sergeant at Lorrha who had just beerf
This would be one of countless such notices and warnings issued by the IRA in this period. In respog
Féin meetings were forcibly brokem, as at Ballinasloe.

IC
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In one of the first notable disturbances in the Galway East area, Tynagh Police Barracks was forced to cl

repair damage, albeit it was reopened in September®t% Galway West district, following a summer atts
on Loughgeorge Barracks, Maam Barracks was attacked witlirguexchanged in November 19%9while
back east that was followed by a bomb attack on Menlough Barracks on Christmas night.

The bomb attack had followed the arrest of a local Sinn Féin leader after which nine, apparently rando
were made. Omi nously for the RIC, police repo

greater determinat i o*hTanksnwekre drikinglthrough the sireets efrtGalway City |

show of force by authorities, and the Eglinton Street Barracks wasbsaoed*

The relationship between the police and much of the public continued to deteriorate and so resignatio
tirements were inevitable. There were relatively few newpigin recruits nationally in this period. Those W

did apply were intimidated and told to 6%Closptoar

fifth of the force would resign by the following summer.

Spring 1920: Attacking Barracks

In the west, 1920 started in the same vein as 1919 ended, with attacks on the barracks at Roundstone,
tlehackett where an RIC man was sHoElsewhere, in separate incidents, two Gahvayn RIC men wer
killed in Tipperary. The attempted blowing up of Oughterard Police followed in February®.920.

After Kiltormer was abandoned in February, th

at Ballynagar Barracks which saw two young men from Abbey arr&&steglanned IRA ambush at nearby [0
lystown was abandoned, with the police lucky to avoid same. Heeding the warning, Dalystown barrg
also abandoned and then buoat by the IRA. The month of March saw another Gahvayn constable killeg
this time in Cork; and a land agent killed in Athenrje latter killing apparently being over a land dispute.

Riverville barracks in Kilconieron was next to be abandoned and burnt in April, as was Monivea. Tyna
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racks was also burnt, wi t h 1 The buming o Woodford tcdurghouseealsa

made the headliné8 Attacks continued further west, including a long attack at Castlegrove near Twaite
another Galwayorn constable was killed this time in Co Kerry.




While the British authorities had initially been content to ridicule the Sinn Féin government; growing &
its increasing authority prompted attempts to curb its activities by making wholesale arrests. Part of
Féin campaign to undermine British control, and in effect RIC control, was the establishment of Sinn Fé
and then police. The judgements of these repu

publican Policebé. Their very existence was i mp

SERGEANT'S WIKE AND FAMILY
TAKEN TO SAFETY.

Tynagh police barrack was burned on
Friday night lust.  The barrack was a
commodious builling  situated onn the
Cowan property, and a short distanco out-
stde the village ol Tynagh. Some time
azo the police stationed there were re-
nmoved to Killimore about three miles dis-
tant.

Connacht Tribungl May 1920 Connacht Tribung26 June 1920

Summer 1920: Burning Barracks

There were now two police forces, often applying the same laws, though in varying and fractured man
of ficial force, increasingly disliked and ine
but also feared. The dupblicing was evident for example in July 1920 when the local Sinn Féin Poli
spected licensed premises and kept order in the town of Loughrea, at a time when the RIC were also o

RI'C Policemen were now being dédengageddé regul al
at Castletaylor (Ardrahan). In the west, Leenane Barracks was atfdcketi; the abandoned barracks
Loughgeorge burnt down. In the east, Borrisokane over the border from Portumna was burned; and aft
aborted attack,Moyvilla was burnt dowri® There was also an aborted attack on the RIC, this time at Cf
well.” The IRA had also begun to attack mail deliveries in order to gain intelligénce.

A further escalation of activities saw Bookeen Barracks burned by the IRA on the night of 1 July 192

and national newspapers-Théeadleiemedho@Fi gtletsiannge idifF i
[

Fight i fTkGal wayack was significant as it was
engagement, and only the second nationally after Roscarbery i Cork.

The British government had, by now, responded by sendisg@Xt di er s known as 0B
to their uniforms, partlyn response to the failure to recruit locally and partly in order to respond more &
sively. Backedup by Auxiliary soldiers, what followed was a hellish period in Irish / Galway history an
which afflicts Britishlrish relations to the present day.

The RIC were now forced to retrench to bigger and more secure barracks, very often following aborte
on smaller barracks. In one fortnight in ridly, the barracks at Gurtymadden, Aughrim following an eng
ment , Woodl awn, Ballinaga, New | nn, and L o*bGther
barracks were damaged and there were five ot*hd

Police reports confirmeddttdy cwértetodbowpd @ati ned
and i mpossi bl e *fThis whs cerminlyethie cas im Athenry while, somewnhat bizarrely,
Féin took over the vacated police barracks at MoyldligrBallinasloe meanwhile, people were warned to
drawing turf for the R4dFoloiadi ndé pad nttalodn dom e
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